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A THOUGHT ON PREACHING:  "Learn to write for people who follow a line with their finger and move their lips when they read.  When you have learned that, you will be understood by presidents of corporations, colleges, and the United States." (John "Tex" McCrary)
TITLE:  A Fast Trip Down a Tree
SERMON IN A SENTENCE:  Jesus came to seek and to save that which was lost––and that's ME––and YOU.
SCRIPTURE:   Luke 19:1-10
BIBLICAL COMMENTARY:   

PARALLEL STORIES

There are a number of parallels between the story of Zacchaeus and the call of Levi (Luke 5:27-32; Mark 2:13-17):

• Both Levi and Zacchaeus are tax collectors.  

• Jesus has dinner with both.  

• The Pharisees criticize Jesus (in the account of Levi) and the crowd grumbles against Jesus (in the account of Zacchaeus).  

• Levi leaves everything to follow Jesus, and Zacchaeus offers to give half his possessions to the poor and to make restitution to anyone whom he has defrauded.

• The call of Levi concludes with Jesus' words, "Those who are healthy have no need for a physician, but those who are sick do. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance."  The encounter with Zacchaeus concludes with Jesus' words, "For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save that which was lost." 
There are several parallels/contrasts between the story of Zacchaeus and the rich ruler (18:18-30):

• Both are rich.

• Both are people in authority.

• While the rich ruler fails to respond to the requirement to give away his wealth, Zacchaeus gives half of his wealth without even being told to do so.

• While the story of the rich ruler ends with Jesus saying, "For it is easier for a camel to enter in through a needle's eye, than for a rich man to enter into the Kingdom of God" (18:25), the story of Zacchaeus ends with Jesus saying, "Today, salvation has come to this house" (v. 9).

Zacchaeus is also an outsider, as are people in a number of recent stories in this Gospel:

      • Lepers (17:11-19).

      • A widow (18:1-8).

      • A tax collector (18:9-14).

      • Children (18:15-17).

      • A blind beggar (18:35-43).

LUKE  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 118:15-43:  THE CONTEXT

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The last half of chapter 18 shapes our understanding of this text:

• First, people bring little children to see Jesus.  The disciples rebuke the parents, but Jesus intervenes saying, "Allow the little children to come to me, and don't hinder them, for the Kingdom of God belongs to such as these" (18:15). 

• Then a rich ruler comes to Jesus asking how he might be saved.  He goes away sadly after learning that he will have to give away his riches.  Jesus says, "How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God!"   Those who hear Jesus ask, "Then who can be saved?"  Jesus replies, "The things which are impossible with men are possible with God" (18:18-27). 

• Then a blind beggar sitting at the side of the road shouts his plea for mercy.  The crowd tries to quiet him, but the man persists.  Jesus orders the man to be brought to him and declares, "Receive your sight; your faith has healed you" (18:35-43).  

In each of those instances, Jesus reverses the ordinary.  He welcomes children and beggars, whom people prefer to keep in the background––but places heavy demands on the rich ruler, whom most people would welcome gladly.

In the case of the rich ruler, Jesus leaves the door ajar.  It is difficult for rich people to be saved, but God can save them.  This leads into our Gospel lesson, the story of Zacchaeus, a rich man who finds salvation.  The rich ruler is too attached to his possessions to give them to the poor.  Zacchaeus, on the other hand, voluntarily pledges to give half his possessions to the poor and to make restitution to anyone whom he has cheated.

 In the case of the blind beggar, Jesus blessed the one who wants to see.  This also ties into the story of Zacchaeus, who exposes himself to ridicule by climbing a sycamore tree because he wants to see Jesus.  He, too, receives a blessing.

LUKE 19:1-4.  ZACCHAEUS CLIMBED A TREE TO SEE JESUS

1He entered and was passing through Jericho. 2There was a man named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector (Greek:  architelones), and he was rich. 3He was trying to see who Jesus was, and couldn't because of the crowd, because he was short. 4He ran on ahead, and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was to pass that way.

Jesus "entered and was passing through Jericho" (v. 1).  This is a subtle reminder that Jesus is nearing the end of his journey to Jerusalem and his cross––a journey that began at 9:51 and will end shortly with his arrival in Jerusalem (19:28 ff.).
Jericho is a wealthy city.  It occupies a strategic position astride the road to Jerusalem and near a Jordan River crossing, and is a center of commerce.  Its inhabitants export date palms and balsam (Barclay, 243).

"Zacchaeus... was a chief tax collector (architelones), and he was rich" (v. 2).  The word, architelones, is not found elsewhere in scripture, but the "arch" at the beginning of the word refers to a ruler or supervisor of tax collectors.  Being a chief tax collector for a wealthy community almost guarantees prosperity, and Luke specifies that Zacchaeus is rich (v. 2).  Elsewhere in this Gospel, tax collectors are presented favorably (3:12; 7:29; 15:1; 18:10), but the rich are not (1:53; 6:24; 12:16-21; 14:12; 16:19-31; 18:18-25; 21:1).
Tax collectors contract with Romans to collect taxes in a particular town or region, and pay a substantial fee for their franchise.  Zacchaeus most likely subcontracts the actual collection of taxes.  His profit is the amount of taxes collected less the franchise fee and salaries of lesser tax collectors.  The system is prone to abuse, rewarding tax collectors for excessive collections.  If citizens rebel, Roman soldiers stand ready to back the tax collector (although a tax collector who provokes excessive rebellion risks losing his franchise).   Jews despise tax collectors as mercenaries and thieves.

Zacchaeus would have only a small circle of friends to include a few minor Roman officials, those in his employ, and people drawn to his wealth.  Outside that circle, he would have mostly enemies.  His would be an insular, lonely existence.  His wealth only partially compensates for his isolation (and perhaps for his guilt feelings, depending on how we understand verse 8––see below).

"He was trying to see who Jesus was, and couldn't because of the crowd, because he was short" (v. 3).  Like the blind man in chapter 18, Zacchaeus wants desperately to see.  Also like the blind man, he is limited physically so that he is unable to see.
"He ran on ahead, and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was to pass that way" (v. 4).  His behavior in this instance is remarkable.  His ability to function as chief tax collector requires that people respect his power and comply with his directives.  His position demands dignity and authority.  On this occasion, however, he exposes himself to sharp elbows or worse as he pushes through the crowd.  He invites ridicule by climbing a tree, which calls attention to his short stature.  
LUKE 19:5-7.   TODAY I MUST STAY AT YOUR HOUSE 

5When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and saw him, and said to him, "Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for today I must (Greek: dei) stay at your house." 6He hurried, came down, and received him joyfully (Greek: hypedexato auton chairon––welcomed him with joy). 7When they saw it, they all murmured, saying, "He has gone in to lodge with a man who is a sinner." 

"Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for today I must (dei) stay at your house" (v. 5b).  In Luke 10, Jesus sent the disciples on an evangelistic mission.  Now he conducts a personal mission.  Jesus conveys a divine purpose when he says that he "must" (dei––"it is necessary") stay at Zacchaeus' house.  He must do so "today," conveying a sense of urgency.  Jesus did not come to Jericho by happenstance.  He came to save Zacchaeus.
Those who emphasize that a sinner must observe certain "steps" to win salvation should note that Zacchaeus "does not beg Jesus for mercy… or express any sorrow.  Jesus makes no reference to Zacchaeus' faith…, repentance or conversion…, or discipleship" (Fitzmyer, 1220).  Jesus initiates the action without any prompting from Zacchaeus.  However, we should also note that Zacchaeus obeys Jesus' command to "hurry and come down" from the tree.  The result would be quite different if Zacchaeus failed to respond to Jesus' invitation.

"He (Zacchaeus) hurried, came down, and received him joyfully" (hypedexato auton chairon––welcomed him with joy) (v. 6).  How surprised and honored Zacchaeus must feel!  Jesus is popular, and brings honor to any home that he visits.  Why would he honor a man like Zacchaeus?  Nobody, including Zacchaeus, knows, but Zacchaeus responds "with joy" (chairon).  "Joy is an appropriate response to God's initiative on our behalf (1:14; 2:10; 10:20; 13:17; 15:5, 32; 19:37; 24:41)" (Bock, 306).  "Some traditions have presented the gospel as a burden, bad news rather than good news.  Preaching from Luke requires an emphasis on joy" (Bailey, 437).
"When they saw it, they all murmured" (v. 7a).   In the Old Testament, the Israelites grumbled against God (Exodus 15:24; 16:2; 17:3; Numbers 11:1; 14:2, 27, 29, 36; Deuteronomy 1:27; Jeremiah 2:29; Psalm 106:25).  In this Gospel, it is usually Pharisees who grumble about Jesus eating with sinners (5:30; 7:34; 15:1), but here "when they saw it, they all murmured."
"He has gone in to lodge with a man who is a sinner" (v. 7b).  Just as Zacchaeus exposed himself to ridicule by climbing a tree, so Jesus exposes himself to criticism by visiting Zacchaeus' house.  Ordinary people see Jesus as their friend.  They don't want him to honor a man whom they regard as their enemy.
LUKE 19:8.   HALF OF MY GOODS I GIVE TO THE POOR

8Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, "Behold, Lord, half of my goods I give (Greek:  didomi) to the poor. If I have wrongfully exacted anything of anyone, I restore (Greek:  apodidomi) four times as much." 

"Behold, Lord, half of my goods I give (didomi) to the poor" (v. 8a).  Jesus asked the rich ruler to sell his possessions and to give them to the poor.  He asks nothing but hospitality of Zacchaeus, but Zacchaeus volunteers to give half of his wealth to the poor and to make fourfold restitution to anyone whom he has defrauded.  This exceeds Torah requirements, which require restitution plus one-fifth (Leviticus 6:5; Numbers 5:7) except in the case of the theft of an animal, which requires two, four or fivefold restitution, depending on the circumstances (Exodus 22:1-4).  Zacchaeus does not make this offer to win Jesus' approval, but to show his gratitude.  He is not trying to win salvation, but is instead responding to the presence of the Savior.  He is bearing "fruits worthy of repentance" (3:8).
"If I have wrongfully exacted anything of anyone, I restore (apodidomi) four times as much" (v. 8b).  However, it is uncertain that Zacchaeus has defrauded anyone.  His verbs, "give" (didomi) and "pay back" (apodidomi) are present tense and may indicate that he routinely gives to the poor and offers restitution to those whom he has wronged.  In other words, he might be innocent of wrongdoing, and might be touting his honesty in hope of being vindicated in the eyes of his neighbors.  A number of scholars subscribe to this interpretation.  
But other scholars support the traditional interpretation where Zacchaeus is promising to give money to the poor and to make restitution.  Stein offers a series of reasons to support this view (Stein, 466-467)––the most compelling of which are as follows:  

• If Zacchaeus is describing his current behavior, he sounds boastful––a behavior that Jesus would not consider exemplary.  

• In this Gospel, wealthy men who encounter Jesus are lost and need salvation (6:24; 12:16-21; 16:19-31; 18:18-25).  

• Jesus says, "Today, salvation has come to this house."  Jesus announces salvation (affecting Zacchaeus' relationship to God), not vindication (affecting only his relationship to other people).  

• "The previous pericopes (18:9-14, 15-17, 18-30, 35-43) all deal with individuals being confronted with the offer of salvation"––not vindication.

• In 19:10, Jesus says, "For the Son of Man came to seek and to save that which was lost."  "Jesus came to Jericho to save a lost Zacchaeus, not to vindicate a righteous Zacchaeus" (Stein, 466-467).

Additional points that support the traditional interpretation include these:

• The assumption that Zacchaeus has been doing the right thing all along diminishes the story––reduces it from a salvation story to a vindication story.

• Zacchaeus' joyful response and generous pledge (vv. 6-8) are more in keeping with a conversion experience than simple vindication.

• The animosity of the crowd shows that they believe Zacchaeus to be guilty.  They would hardly respond so negatively to Zacchaeus if he had routinely dealt honestly with taxpayers and given large sums of money to the poor.

In short, the context seems better served by a Zacchaeus whose behavior is transformed by Jesus rather than a Zacchaeus who has been behaving properly all along.

If Zacchaeus is, indeed, guilty of substantial fraud, his offer of fourfold restitution will impoverish him.  He will voluntarily do what Jesus asked of the rich ruler (18:18-27), which is to give his wealth to the poor.
LUKE 19:9-10.   TO SEEK OUT AND TO SAVE THAT WHICH WAS LOST

9Jesus said to him, "Today, salvation has come to this house, because he also is a son of Abraham. 10For the Son of Man came to seek and to save that which was lost." 

"Today, salvation has come to this house, because he also is a son of Abraham" (v. 9).  As chief tax collector, Zacchaeus has been an outsider, a social leper.  Jesus now brings him inside again, declaring him to be a "son of Abraham"––just has he has pronounced the woman crippled with a spirit of infirmity a "daughter of Abraham" (13:16).  "A camel could not pass through the eye of a needle, but God could lead a rich man into the kingdom of God (18:25-26), and God could raise up children of Abraham from stones (3:8)––or even from among tax collectors" (Culpepper, 359).

Jesus does not save Zacchaeus in isolation, but declares, "salvation has come to this house" (oikos––which in this context implies "household" or "family").  Zacchaeus' salvation benefits his whole family.  It also benefits the entire community as he gives money to the poor and restitution to those whom he has defrauded.  The life of the community is transformed by the presence of a tax collector whom people can trust.

"For the Son of Man came to seek and to save that which was lost" (v. 10).  We dare not judge any person hopeless.  Whether we are murderers, terrorists, racists, or rapists, Christ seeks to save us all.  
In chapter 15, Jesus dealt at length with lost things––lost sheep (15:3-7)––a lost coin (15:8-10)––and lost sons (15:11-32).  When they were found, there was great rejoicing.  Now he proclaims that his central mission is to seek and to save the lost.  The word "seek" implies that Jesus takes the initiative, just as the shepherd took the initiative to find the lost sheep (15:3-7). We can be sure that, when Zacchaeus was climbing a tree to see Jesus, Jesus was also "seeking" to see Zacchaeus so that he might "save the lost."

This is Good News!  Who among us is not in need of salvation!
CHILDREN'S SERMON:  Welcome God's Love

By Lois Parker Edstrom

Object suggested:  Tape measure to demonstrate heights

Today let's talk about being short. Kids know what it feels like to be short.  All of us have been kids and experienced that.  You may need help getting items from a tall shelf.  And, when you are in a crowd you are unable to see what is beyond because of the taller people standing around you.  You may need to be lifted onto your daddy's shoulders to see a parade or other event.

While it may seem there are obstacles to being short, none of these minor annoyances are things that would stop you from accomplishing your goals.  All through history people who are short have made great contributions and done many things to improve the world and help others.  Short people have been outstanding astronauts, scientists, musicians, artists, athletes, to name a few.  

Laura Ingalls Wilder, who wrote the "Little House on the Prairie," and other books in a series that many of you may have read, was 4'11" tall.  Mother Teresa helped the sick and dying children of India and was 5' tall.  Olga Korbut, a Russian girl, was chosen to be a gymnast because of her height ( 4' 11")  and won three Gold Medals at the Olympics.  Andrew Carnegie, a good businessman who donated money so that many libraries could be built, was 5' tall. (Demonstrate these heights.)

There is even a story in the Bible about a short person.  Zacchaeus was "short" (19:3) and he could not see Jesus who was passing through his town so he climbed a tree for a better view.  When Jesus came by he saw Zacchaeus up in the tree and he said, "Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for today I must stay at your house" (19:5).

Zacchaeus hurried down and was very happy to welcome Jesus.  No matter what our size, no matter that we are children or adults, we all have an opportunity to welcome Jesus into our lives.  We all have the same opportunity to receive God's love and use God's love to accomplish great things that will help others.

SERMON:  

How would you like it if someone cheated you––not once, but repeatedly––and then you picked up a newspaper and saw that one of the town fathers had hosted a dinner in the cheater's honor?  You probably wouldn't like it much.  In fact, you would be furious.  These days, so many scoundrels get rich and famous.  Sometimes it seems as if there's no justice.  
Something like that happened in our Gospel lesson today.  Zacchaeus was a tax collector––not only a tax collector, but a CHIEF tax collector.  Luke tells us that Zacchaeus was RICH.

How did a tax collector get rich?  It depended.  A chief tax collector would have ordinary tax collectors working for him, and each of them would give the chief tax collector a cut of their collections.  It's conceivable that a chief tax collector could get rich honestly.

But the system was rife for abuse.  A tax collector would pay a fee to the Romans for the privilege of collecting taxes.  He could pad the tax bill and put the extra money in his pocket.  Tax collectors were known to look out after Number One––meaning themselves––and not to worry about the burden that they placed on other people.  
Tax collectors usually did quite well for themselves––financially speaking.  Of course, they didn't have many friends––but that went with the territory.
By the time of our story, Jesus had become a celebrity––a young and upcoming rabbi known for his teachings and miracles.  Wherever he went, people flocked to see him.
That's what was going on in our story today.  Jesus had come to Jericho––not far from Jerusalem.  He was just passing through, so people came from hither and yon to see him before he left town.  Zacchaeus, the rich tax collector, was one of them.

We should be surprised that Zacchaeus came to see Jesus.  People who do dark things don't usually come to the light.  Crooks don't usually come to preachers––or to anyone else who might point an accusing finger.
But Zacchaeus came to see Jesus.  Perhaps there was something in his heart that wanted a new kind of life.  Maybe he was just curious.  We'll never know.

But when Zacchaeus came to the street where Jesus would be passing, he couldn't see a thing.  Crowds of people had gotten there earlier, and you can be sure that no one was going to step aside to let Zacchaeus see better.  

The problem was compounded by the fact that Zacchaeus was short.  Most of us know how it feels to have our view blocked by a tall person––or someone wearing a hat––or someone standing when they should be sitting.  I hate it when I go to a show, only to discover that I have to look between the two people in front of me to see anything.  Every time they shift positions, I have to try to figure out a new way to see.
But Zacchaeus was a can-do sort of fellow––a man who knew how to solve problems.  His solution was to climb a tree where he would have an unobstructed view––where he could easily see as Jesus came down the street.

That can't have been easy for Zacchaeus.  People might not like him, but they knew him as a man of authority.  Zacchaeus had to be careful.  If he appeared ridiculous, people might begin to laugh at him instead of fearing him.  Then where would he be?

But Zacchaeus really wanted to see this young celebrity rabbi, so he took a chance on climbing a tree.  If he got lucky, people would be so focused on seeing Jesus that they wouldn't notice the important tax collector climbing a tree.
But no such luck.  When Jesus came along, he spotted Zacchaeus sitting in that tree––and blew Zacchaeus' cover to smithereens.  He looked upward and shouted, "Zacchaeus, come down out of that tree, because I must stay at your house today" (v. 5).
Pay close attention to what Jesus said:  
• First of all, Jesus said, "I MUST."  Jesus says "I must" four times in the Gospel of Luke, and once more in the Gospel of John.  In each instance, he says "I must" in such a way as to mean "I have this mission" or "I have this God-given duty."
• And then Jesus said, "I must STAY at your house."  The Greek word for stay is meno, which is usually translated "abide" or "dwell" or "remain."  That word suggests something more than a casual visit.  It has the ring of permanence.  When Jesus says that he must STAY at Zacchaeus' house, it sounds as if he intends to set up housekeeping there.
But, of course, Jesus doesn't intend to stay at Zacchaeus' house permanently.  In fact, before the day is out, Jesus will leave Jericho to go to Jerusalem (Luke 19:28).  He is going to Jerusalem to die.  

But in another sense, Jesus DOES intend to say at Zacchaeus' house permanently.  To be specific, Jesus intends to dwell forevermore in Zacchaeus' heart.  

And that happened, because Zacchaeus came down from the tree––Luke tells us that he came down QUICKLY.  If you have ever climbed a tree, you know that you don't usually come down from a tree quickly––unless you fall.  It's been a while since I climbed a tree, but I remember coming down carefully––very carefully.  I was far more concerned with getting down in one piece than in getting down quickly.  

But Zacchaeus came down from that tree QUICKLY––and he welcomed Jesus JOYFULLY––because he could see that things had turned in his favor.  The young rabbi was honoring Zacchaeus, and Zacchaeus was grateful.  
The people of Jericho had been forced to give Zacchaeus their money, but no one could force them to give Zacchaeus their honor.  So Zacchaeus came down out of the tree QUICKLY––and welcomed Jesus JOYFULLY!
The people, on the other hand, were offended.  They complained that the young rabbi had chosen to stay with a SINFUL man––had chosen to honor an UNDESERVING man.  
I know exactly how they felt.  I have seen undeserving people elevated to high office.  I have heard "Hail to the Chief" played for people whose moral bankruptcy is public knowledge.  How I long for GOOD leadership––for the chance to honor DESERVING people.  

But when Jesus came down out of that tree, two things happened immediately:
• First, Zacchaeus showed that he "got it"––that he knew that he needed to change––and that he intended to do that.  Zacchaeus promised Jesus that he would give half of his money to the poor––and would repay fourfold anyone whom he had defrauded.

• Second, Jesus validated Zacchaeus' promise, saying, "Today, salvation has come to this house, because (Zacchaeus) also is a son of Abraham" (v. 9).


And then Jesus delivered the punch line.  Listen carefully!  Jesus said, "For the Son of Man came to seek and to save that which is lost" (v. 10).

When you hear that, who comes to mind for you:
• Is it the person who has ruined his life with alcohol or drugs?

• Is it the criminal sitting in a nearby jail?

• Is it a business owner who takes advantage of the poor?

• Is it a politician whose focus is on self-enrichment rather than service?

Are those the people whom Jesus came to save?  You bet!  Those people need saving, and Jesus came to save people like that.

But what about the person sitting next to you in the pew?  Is there any chance that Jesus was talking about that person when he said that he had come "to seek and to save that which is lost"?
And what about yourself?  Do you ever think of yourself as a Zacchaeus kind of person?  Do you ever think of yourself as a sinner––undeserving of God's favor?  Do you ever worry about finding yourself in trouble on Judgment Day?

Many of us have felt that way––inadequate––unlovable––undeserving.  Many of us prefer not to think too much about Judgment Day, because we doubt that we will measure up.

If that's what we think, we're right.  We don't measure up.  We won't measure up.  We're inadequate, undeserving.  We're sinners.

But that's just the first part of the story.  Here's the rest of the story.  Jesus said that he came "to seek and to save that which was lost" (v. 10).  Do you know who he was talking about?  He was talking about ME.  He was talking about YOU!  Jesus came to seek US and to save US––and he has done that.  

Jesus has sought you and saved you.  
• He started seeking you before the creation of the world (see John 1:1-5).  
• He started seeking you before you were born.  
• He started working out a plan to save you when the earth was still a formless voice––when darkness covered the face of the deep (Genesis 1:1).  
• He has been seeking you forever.  
• His purpose was never to condemn you, but to save you.  
That's the point of the Zacchaeus story.  If Jesus could save Zacchaeus, he can save you.  If he has saved Zacchaeus, he has also saved you.
But I want to bring to your attention something more in the Zacchaeus story.  When Jesus called Zacchaeus to come down from the tree, Zacchaeus did two things:  
• First, he scrambled down that tree as fast as his little arms and legs could carry him.  
• Second, he repented of his old behavior, and promised to do better.

I doubt that Zacchaeus became a pristine man who never did another bad thing.  I doubt that you always do the right thing.  I know that I don't always do the right thing.
So I'm grateful to Paul, the apostle, who recounted his own struggles with sin.  He said:

"I don't know what I am doing.

For I don't practice what I desire to do;

but what I hate, that I do....

For the good which I desire, I don't do;

but the evil which I don't desire, that I (do)" (Romans 7:15, 19).

Those word give me hope.  If the Apostle Paul couldn't get his act together, maybe there's hope for me.  Maybe there's hope for you.  

 What I'm here to tell you today is that there's no "maybe" about it.  Jesus came to seek and to save that which was lost.  That's me.  That's you.
Furthermore, he has done that.  He has saved us.  So let's do what Zacchaeus did:  
• Let's climb down from the tree where we were hoping to observe Jesus from a distance.

• Let's receive him JOYFULLY!

• And let's do our best to live up to our high calling in Christ's service.

FOR MORE SERMONS ON THIS TEXT, GO TO:
https://www.sermonwriter.com/luke-sermons/
Then scroll down to the chapter and verse.

OR GO TO OUR "ALL RESOURCES" PAGE FOR THIS TEXT:

https://www.sermonwriter.com/luke-191-10-resources
THOUGHT PROVOKERS:   
Man's problem rises from the fact 
that he has not only lost the way, 
but he has lost the address.

Nicolas Berdyaev
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Heaven is not thrown open exclusively 
to men of heroic caliber.

Edward Leen
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

The Lord is loving unto man, and swift to pardon, 
but slow to punish.  
Let no one therefore despair of his own salvation.

Cyril of Jerusalem
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

What I'm looking for is a savior––
not someone who will just tell me what I ought to be, 
but someone who will forgive me for what I am, 
and then with his very love 
will enable me to be more than I ever believed I could be.  
It's exactly that that Jesus does.

Bruce Thielemann
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Every day God makes silk purses 

out of sow's ears.

Anonymous
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

HYMNS:

Baptist Hymnal (BH)

Chalice Hymnal (CH)

Collegeville Hymnal (CO)

Common Praise (CP)

Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW)

Gather Comprehensive (GC)

JourneySongs (JS)

Lutheran Book of Worship (LBW)

Lutheran Service Book (LSB)

Lutheran Worship (LW)

Presbyterian Hymnal (PH)

The Faith We Sing (TFWS)

The Hymnal 1982 (TH)

The New Century Hymnal (TNCH)

United Methodist Hymnal (UMH)

Voices United (VU)

With One Voice (WOV)

Wonder Love and Praise (WLP)

Worship & Rejoice (WR)

GATHERING:

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (BH #15, 18; CH #16; CO #446; CP #354; ELW #807; LBW #499; LSB #686; PH #356; TH #686; TNCH #459; UMH #400; VU #559; WR #68) 

Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus (BH #77; CP #88; ELW #254; JS #170; LBW #30; LSB #338; LW #22; PH #1-2; TH #66; TNCH #122; UMH #196; VU #2; WR #153) 

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee (BH #7; CH #2; CO #581; CP #425; ELW #836; GC #528; JS #379; LBW #551; LSB #803; PH #464; TH #376; TNCH #4; UMH #89; VU #232; WR #59) 

PROCLAIMING:
All Who Seek to Know (CO #537) 

Amazing Grace (BH #330; CH #546; CO #447; CP #352; ELW #779; GC #612; JS #460; LBW #448; LSB #744; LW #509; PH #280; TH #671; TNCH #547, 548; UMH #378; VU #266; WR #422) 

Come, Sinners, to the Gospel Feast (UMH #339, #616) 

Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy (BH #323; CP #608; UMH #340) 

He Touched Me (CH #564; UMH #367) 

I Sought the Lord (CP #547; TH #689; UMH #341) 

Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee (BH #225; CH #102; CP #617; ELW #754; LBW #316; TH #642; TNCH #507; UMH #175; WR #420)

Pass Me Not, O Gentle Savior (BH #308; TNCH #551; UMH #351; VU #665) 

Take My Life, Lead me, Lord (BH #287; CH #609) 

What Does the Lord Require (CH #659, 661; CP #171; PH #405; TFWS #2174; TH #605; UMH #441; VU #701; WR #686)

When the Poor Ones (CH #662; PH #407; UMH #434; WR #624) 

      Also known as Cuando el Pobre

SENDING:
Jesus Calls Us (BH #293; CH #337; CP #432; ELW #696; LBW #494; TH #549, 550; TNCH #171, 172; UMH #398; VU #562; WR #345) 

Jesus' Hands Were Kind Hands (BH #477; UMH #273; VU #570; WR #634) 

Jesus Thy Boundless Love to Me (BH #123; LBW #336; LSB #683; LW #280; PH #366; VU #631) 

Take My Life and Let it be Consecrated (BH #277 or 283; CH #609; CP #435; ELW #583, 685; LBW #406; LSB #783, 784; LW #404; PH #391; TH #707; TNCH #448; UMH #399; VU #506; WR #466) 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1      Also known as "Take My Life, That I May Be"

HYMN STORY:  Amazing Grace

John Newton crammed a lot of living into his 82 years.  His mother died when he was six years old, and he joined his father at sea when he was eleven.  He served his apprenticeship as a sailor, and rose through the ranks until he became the captain of a slave ship.  He abandoned the religious training that he had experienced as a child, and reveled in the dissolute life of a slave trader.  He was noted for his profanity and his cruelty.

But one stormy night, when his ship was in danger of sinking and he was in danger of dying, Newton had a real change of heart.  It might have been his religious training at his mother's knee surfacing after all those years –– or it might have been his love for Mary Catlett, a Christian woman whom he later married –– or it might have been his reading of the book, Imitation of Christ, by William Law –– or it might have been all three.  In any event, Newton had a real conversion experience.  

For awhile, Newton continued on his slave ship, but he began to treat both the slaves and his crew with a good deal more compassion.  Finally, convinced that the slave trade was wrong, he left his ship and took a job onshore.

He then felt a call to the ministry, and was ordained at age forty and assigned to a church at Olney, England.  He continued in ministry through the rest of his long life, even after failing eyesight made it impossible for him to read.

This hymn, Amazing Grace, is in a sense Newton's own story.  It was amazing grace that saved him, and it was amazing grace that was the focus of his preaching.  But Amazing Grace is the story of every Christian.  It is amazing grace that saves us –– nothing else –– no works of our hands or gifts of our wealth.  It was amazing that God would love and save John Newton, but it is amazing that God would love and save any of us.  It is indeed a sweet sound to hear about it, but it is so amazing that it is hard to believe.  Believe it, because it is true.
FOR MORE HYMN STORIES, GO TO: 

https://www.sermonwriter.com/hymn-stories/
Click on a letter of the alphabet to see hymns that begin with that letter.

SCRIPTURE QUOTATIONS are from the World English Bible (WEB), a public domain (no copyright) modern English translation of the Holy Bible.  The World English Bible is based on the American Standard Version (ASV) of the Bible, the Biblia Hebraica Stutgartensa Old Testament, and the Greek Majority Text New Testament.  The ASV, which is also in the public domain due to expired copyrights, was a very good translation, but included many archaic words (hast, shineth, etc.), which the WEB has updated.  We are using the WEB because we believe it to be the best public domain version of the Bible available.
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