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A THOUGHT ON PREACHING:   Feed your MIND as you feed your BODY. Every day!  Feed your body less, and your mind more. (Arthur Brisbane)
TITLE:  Walk the Joseph Path
SERMON IN A SENTENCE:  Joseph gives us a model of obedience by always trying to do what God wanted him to do.
SCRIPTURE:  Matthew 1:18-25
BIBLICAL COMMENTARY:   

MATTHEW 1.  THE CONTEXT

We usually think of the word "annunciation," in connection with the announcement to Mary that she will bear a child (Luke 1:26-38).  However, in Matthew's Gospel, it is Joseph to whom the angel appears.  Luke tells us of Mary's obedience (Luke 1:38), but Matthew tells us of Joseph's obedience (v. 24).
Luke features Mary prominently in his account of Jesus' birth (Luke 1-2), but Matthew brings Joseph to the forefront.  Joseph is important to Matthew's Gospel, because Jesus becomes part of David's lineage through Joseph (1:1-17).  "Although the gospel reading for today purports to be an account of the birth (genesis) of Jesus, it is really an explanation of his descent (genea)" (Bergant, 26).  

However, Matthew includes five women in his genealogy, so he is not trying to diminish the role of women.  The particular women mentioned in the genealogy are interesting.  Tamar had a sexual relationship with Judah, her father-in-law (Genesis 38).  Rahab was a harlot (Joshua 2:1).  Ruth was a foreigner (Ruth 1:4).  Bathsheba is identified here only as "the wife of Uriah" (1:6), but David's adultery with Bathsheba and murder of Uriah constitute one of the most sordid chapters in the Bible (2 Samuel 11).  Finally, there is Mary, a fine, Godly woman.  But even Mary had a problem with public reputation because of her pregnancy.  Perhaps Matthew included these women in his genealogy to illustrate God's grace––to give us all hope.

This annunciation has deep Old Testament roots.  There an angel announced to Hagar that she would bear a son whose name would be Ishmael (Genesis 16:7-14)––God announced to Abraham that Sarah would bear a son whose name would be Isaac (Genesis 17:15––18:15)––an angel announced to the wife of Manoah (and later to Manoah) that she would bear a son (Judges 13:2-25).  Also, "the role of Joseph as a righteous man guided through dreams to protect the life of the helpless and so further God's purposes is not unlike the role of the patriarch Joseph in Genesis" (Gardner, 35).

Matthew's purposes in this Gospel lesson are to show that:  

• Jesus is of the house and lineage of David through Joseph.

• Joseph, a righteous man (v. 19), is righteous by obeying God's command instead of rigidly observing a law requiring him to divorce Mary––or worse.

MATTHEW 1:18-19.  NOW THE BIRTH OF JESUS WAS LIKE THIS

18Now the birth of Jesus Christ was like this; for after his mother, Mary, was engaged to Joseph, before they came together, she was found pregnant by the Holy Spirit. 19Joseph, her husband, being a righteous man, and not willing to make her a public example, intended to put her away secretly.
"Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah was like this" (v. 18a).  Matthew began this Gospel by asserting that Jesus is "Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham" (1:1).  Now he reasserts that Jesus is the Messiah.  In his description of Jesus' birth, he gives none of the details about the manger or the shepherds that we find in Luke.  His account of Jesus' birth focuses primarily on Joseph, through whom Jesus will become a son of David (1:1-16).

"for after his mother, Mary, was engaged to Joseph, before they came together" (v. 18b).  Jewish marriage starts with an engagement arranged by parents, often while the boy and girl are still children.  Prior to marriage, couples begin a yearlong betrothal similar to marriage except for sexual rights.  Betrothal is binding, and can be terminated only by death or divorce.  A person whose betrothed dies is considered a widow or widower.

"she was found pregnant by the Holy Spirit" (v. 18c).  There are numerous stories in Greek and Roman mythology of such conceptions, but " SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1it is most important that we not lapse into paganism by…presenting Jesus as a demigod, half human by virtue of birth from a human mother, half god since begotten by a god (Hare, 11).  Christian doctrine affirms Jesus' full humanity and full divinity.

"Joseph, her husband, being a righteous man, and not willing to make her a public example, intended to put her away secretly" (v. 19).  

Deuteronomy 22:23-24 says:  "If there is a young lady who is a virgin pledged to be married to a husband, and a man find her in the city, and lie with her; then you shall bring them both out to the gate of that city, and you shall stone them to death with stones; the lady, because she didn't cry, being in the city; and the man, because he has humbled his neighbor's wife: so you shall put away the evil from the midst of you."  Deuteronomy 22:25-27 makes an exception for the woman if the act takes place in the countryside where there is nobody to hear her protest, but the man is still to be stoned.  Under this law, Mary is subject to death by stoning.

However, by the time of Jesus' birth, the Romans are in charge and will not allow Jews to impose the death penalty (John 18:31).  Nevertheless, penalties for illicit pregnancy are serious.  The man is expected to divorce the woman.  "The honor code of the Mediterranean world demands that no one take what properly belongs to another.  Mary's child is not Joseph's, so he hesitates to take it" (Pilch, 11).  The man would also reclaim the bride price, a substantial sum.

Joseph is described as righteous––he lives by God's law.  However, he is not self-righteous, a quality that would cause him to demand harsh justice.  He resolves to divorce Mary quietly so that he might not cause her unnecessary pain.  In doing so, he models Christ-like compassion in the face of sin.  He also demonstrates a Godly balance between the Law of Torah and the Law of Love. He demonstrates "that being truly righteous does not mean looking up a rule in a book and then doing the 'right thing'; it means wrestling with the complexities of a problem, listening for the voice of God, and then doing God's thing" (Long, 14).

The proper relationship of the Godly person to the law is a major theme of this Gospel.  Jesus will perform numerous acts of compassion that offend self-appointed keepers of the law:  

• He will forgive a paralytic's sins and be accused of blasphemy (9:2-8).  

• He will cast out a demon and be accused of healing by the power of demons (9:32-34).  

• He will pluck grain on the Sabbath to feed his disciples and be accused of breaking the Sabbath law (12:1-8).  

• He will heal a man with a withered hand on the Sabbath, and be accused of breaking the Sabbath law (12:9-14).  

• He will break the tradition of the elders and call attention to their failure to keep the Torah (15:1-20).  

• He will render to Caesar that which is Caesar's and to God that which is God's (17:24-27).  

• He will distinguish between God's intent for permanency in marriage and Moses' allowance for divorce (19:1-12).  

• He will say that the greatest commandment is to love God and neighbor (22:34-40).  

• He will pronounce blessings and curses on those who help the needy or fail to do so (25:31-46).  

• On two occasions (9:13; 12:7), he will quote Hosea 6:6, "For I desire mercy, and not sacrifice."

MATTHEW 1:20-21.  AN ANGEL OF THE LORD APPEARED

20But when he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, don't be afraid to take to yourself Mary, your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 21She shall bring forth a son. You shall call his name Jesus, for it is he who shall save his people from their sins."
"But when he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream" (v. 20a).  This is the first of three occasions in which an angel appears to Joseph in a dream.  In each instance, the angel calls Joseph to action and Joseph obeys.  He has no speaking part––Matthew does not record one word that Joseph says.  In this first appearance, the angel commands Joseph to take Mary as his wife.  In 2:13, the angel will tell Joseph to take the mother and child to Egypt to escape Herod's wrath.  In 2:19, the angel will, at the death of Herod, tell Joseph to return to Israel.  In a fourth obedience, after being warned in a dream (no angel this time), Joseph will go to Galilee (2:22).

The angel begins by saying, "Joseph, son of David" (v. 20), alerting us to Joseph's lineage.  It is through Joseph that Jesus will be of the house and lineage of David.  

"don't be afraid" (v. 20b).  The angel will repeat these exact words to the women at the tomb following Jesus' resurrection (28:5).  Jesus will use the same words on several occasions (10:31; 14:27; 17:7; 28:10).  Joseph is not to be afraid of the angel––or of his neighbors' opinions––or even of the Torah requirement for punishment.  He is not to hesitate, but is to wed Mary.

"She shall bring forth a son.  You shall call his name Jesus, for it is he who will save his people from their sins" (v. 21a).  Mary's role is to bear a son, and Joseph's role is to name him.  By naming him, Joseph will make Jesus his son and bring him into the house of David.

The name, Jesus, "is the Greek form of the Hebrew Yehosua, which means 'YHWH is salvation' " (Bergant, 27).  It is related to the name Joshua––Moses' successor.  

"for it is he who will save his people from their sins" (v. 21b).  The first Joshua saved the people from their enemies; the second Joshua (Jesus) will save the people from their sins.

"It is ever God alone, who in and through his Son, saves his people.  While some trust in chariots and some in horses (Ps. 20:7)... none of these, whether operating singly or in conjunction with all the others, is able to deliver man from his chief enemy, the foe that is little by little destroying his very heart, namely, sin" (Hendriksen, 132).

In this Gospel, Jesus makes heavy ethical demands.  We must be perfect, even as the Heavenly Father is perfect (5:48).  A man who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in his heart (5:28). It is therefore reassuring to see, at the outset, that Jesus has come to save us from our sins.

The people do not expect a messiah who will save them from their sins, but one who will deliver them from their oppressors.  However, "the angel's words...signal at the start that any political euphoria which may have been evoked by the Davidic and royal theme of the 'book of origin' is wide of the mark of what Jesus' actual mission will be" (France, 54).

Jesus would be far more popular if he would focus on relieving the people of Roman oppression instead of delivering them from their sins.  The Romans drain the economy by their taxation, impose indignity after indignity upon the people, and displace God's law with Roman law.  Jesus not only fails to address these grievances, but also commends the faith of a centurion (8:5-13) and teaches people to render to Caesar that which is Caesar's (17:24-27).  In Luke's Gospel, he will even forgive those responsible for his death (Luke 23:34).

MATTHEW 1:22-23.  THIS HAPPENED THAT IT MIGHT BE FULFILLED

22Now all this has happened, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, 

23"Behold, the virgin (Greek: he parthenos) shall be with child, 

and shall bring forth a son. 
They shall call his name Immanuel;" 

which is, being interpreted, "God with us."
"Now all this has happened, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet" (v. 22).  The fulfillment of prophecy is important to Matthew.  He mentions it eleven times (1:22; 2:15, 17, 23; 4:14; 8:17; 12:17; 13:35; 21:4; 26:56; 27:9).

"Behold, the virgin (he parthenos) shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son" (v. 23a).  The verse cited is Isaiah 7:14.  Isaiah spoke these words to King Ahaz in the eighth century.  Jerusalem was under siege, and it appeared that both the city and the nation might be destroyed.  Isaiah's prophesied that a boy-child would be born and that, by the time he reached maturity, the threat from the enemy would have passed.  We do not know that boy's identity, but the city and nation were both spared.
"The virgin" is the correct translation of he parthenos rather than "a virgin"––the original has the definite article––suggesting that God has a particular virgin in mind.  Isaiah referred to a young woman (almah)––although the the Septuagint, the Greek version of the Old Testament, uses parthenos, which means virgin, in Isaiah 7:14.  
Matthew's ho parthenos clearly means virgin.  Neither Mark nor John addresses the issue of the virgin birth, nor do the epistles.  However, both Matthew and Luke makes it clear that the child is from the Holy Spirit and that Joseph is not the father (Matthew 1:18, 21; Luke 1:35)––and that Mary is a virgin (Matthew 1:23, 25; Luke 1:34).

"Mary had to be a virgin, because Jesus is the Son of God.  There is no way to prove Mary's virginity other than to observe that without Mary's virginity the story cannot be told.  Mary's virginity is simply required by the way the story runs.  The one to whom she gave birth is none other than Emmanuel, 'God with us,' and such a one can have no other father than the Father who is the first person of the Trinity" (Hauerwas, 36).

"They shall call his name Immanuel" (v. 23b).  In the Gospel of Luke, the angel tells Mary to name the baby Jesus (Luke 1:31), but this angel does not tell Joseph to name the baby Emmanuel.  Instead the angel says that "they" will name him Emmanuel––"they" presumably being the people whom the baby will save from their sins (v. 21).

In Hebrew, El is a short form of Elohim, a name for God.  Immanu-El means "God with us," a meaning which Matthew spells out for non-Hebrew readers.  Emmanuel is not a second name by which friends and neighbors will know Jesus.  Jesus is his name, and Emmanuel describes his role.  Matthew thus begins his Gospel with the promise that Jesus is God-with-us, and will end the Gospel with the promise that Jesus will be with us "always, to the end of the age" (28:20).

MATTHEW 1:24-25.  JOSEPH DID AS THE ANGEL COMMANDED

24Joseph arose from his sleep, and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, and took his wife to himself; 25and didn't know her sexually until she had brought forth her firstborn son. He named him Jesus. 

"Joseph arose from his sleep, and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, and took his wife to himself" (v. 24).  As noted above, an angel appears to Joseph three times and, on each occasion, Joseph obeys the angel without question or pause.  "His hallmark is obedience––prompt, simple, and unspectacular obedience.  And in this sense Joseph prefigures the Gospel of Matthew's understanding of righteousness:  to be righteous is simply to obey the Word of God" (Bruner, 36).  "Joseph's obedience allows Jesus to be adopted as a true Son of David; it is Mary's role that allows Jesus to be born Son of God" (Boring, 138).

"and didn't know her sexually until she had brought forth her firstborn son" (v. 25).  The angel did not require this discipline of Joseph, but he assumes it voluntarily.  His abstinence (and Matthew's mention of it) rules out any doubt that Joseph could have fathered Mary's child.

Today, Christians are divided with regard to Mary's virginity––the issue being Mary's perpetual virginity.  Did Mary and Joseph consummate their marriage after Jesus' birth?  The phrase, "until she had borne a son" suggests that they did.  Bruner says that, while major Protestant church fathers, including Luther and Wesley, believed in Mary's perpetual virginity, "the burden of proof rests on those who would contest the simple meaning of the word until" (Bruner, 37).  

Rather than trying to elucidate the pros and cons of this question, I will ask you to look to your denominational doctrine for guidance.  The greater issue is not perpetual virginity but Christian charity––can we love Christian brothers and sisters with whom we disagree on an issue of this sort? 
CHILDREN'S SERMON:  Finding a Good Job 

by Lois Parker Edstrom 

OBJECTS SUGGESTED:  Any object that represents a distinct type of work such as a shovel to represent a gardener, a bucket to represent a dairy farmer, a Bible to represent clergy.

Let's talk about the work people do. We all have special talents that allow us to do work that helps others.  Some people are strong and can be firefighters.  Some people have beautiful voices or play a musical instrument and give us wonderful music. Some have the skills necessary to be doctors and nurses. Others drive trucks that deliver our food to grocery stores and supplies to our factories. Being a parent is an important and very special job. Can you think of other types of jobs that are helpful to others?

Have you ever thought about what type of work you would like to do when you become an adult?  As you are growing, you will experience many things and have the opportunity to discover your special talents. Finding things that you love to do will help you make good choices and help you decide what your work will be.  Then, you will be most able to help others.  

Long before Jesus was born, prophets, persons who speak about the future, talked about the work Jesus would do while he lived on earth.  A prophet talked about Mary having a son and said, "They shall call his name 'Emmanuel,' which means, 'God with us.'"

The prophet was telling us that the purpose of Jesus' work was to be "with us." We could say that Jesus came to do work that he loved. He chose to do that work because he loves us. During his lifetime he performed many miracles and showed us the power of his love.  After he died he left His Spirit of Love to help us and be with us always. It is exciting to think about how God's love and work can be carried on through your special work in a way that will help others.

SERMON:     
Did you ever notice how differently Luke and Matthew tell the story of Jesus' birth?  Luke emphasizes MARY'S role.  In Luke's Gospel, the angel appears to Mary and tells her about the child whom she is to bear.  Mary goes to visit Elizabeth, and Elizabeth says wonderful things about Mary's baby.  Mary sings a song of praise that is beautiful poetry.  In Luke's Gospel, we hear almost nothing about Joseph.

Matthew's Gospel is just the opposite.  Matthew's Gospel starts with Jesus' genealogy––traced from Abraham through JOSEPH, not Mary.  The angel appears to Joseph––not Mary.  

Matthew describes Joseph as a RIGHTEOUS man (1:19)––meaning that Joseph tries to live according to God's law––tries to do what God wants.  But Matthew also portrays Joseph as a KINDLY man who wants to avoid subjecting Mary to public disgrace (1:19).  In other words, Matthew portrays Joseph as righteous, but not self-righteous.  

In LUKE'S Gospel, Mary is mentioned eleven times in the first two chapters, but Joseph only three times.  In Luke's Gospel, Mary occupies center stage.

But in MATTHEW'S Gospel, Joseph is mentioned nine times in the first two chapters, and Mary only four times.  In Matthew's Gospel, Joseph occupies center stage.

The reason for these differences is simple.  Luke was a Gentile writing for Gentiles, but Matthew was a Jew writing for Jews.  Jews took great pride in tracing their lineage to Abraham, and the genealogy that we find in Matthew's Gospel would have been very important to them.  They lived in a patriarchal world, and wanted a Jewish boy to trace his lineage to Abraham through his father.

Matthew tells us some important things about Joseph that Luke skips entirely.   

Matthew tells us that Joseph––not Mary––is to name the baby (1:21).  Why is that important?  It's important, because by naming the baby, Joseph claims the baby as his own.  Joseph is not the baby's father, and he knows it.  The angel tells him that the real father is the Holy Spirit––but the angel also tells Joseph to marry the girl––and to name the baby––and to assume the public role of father.  

Those would not have been easy things for a righteous man to do, but do you know what Joseph did?  Joseph did exactly what the angel told him to do.  He married the girl––and named the baby––and assumed the public role of father.  
In other words, Joseph did exactly what God called him to do. Exactly!
That was just the beginning.  Later, the angel told Joseph to take Mary and the baby to Egypt to escape Herod's wrath.  Matthew tells it this way.  

"Joseph arose and took the young child and his mother by night, 
and departed into Egypt, 
and was there until the death of Herod" (2:14-15a).

In other words, Joseph did exactly what God called him to do.  Exactly!

By the way, that verse about Joseph taking his little family to Egypt has a footnote––an important footnote for a man like Matthew writing for Jews.  It says that God had Joseph go to Egypt:

"That it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, 
saying, 'Out of Egypt I called my son'" (2:15b).
Let's keep that in mind!  When God calls someone to do something, God has a purpose behind the call.  In Joseph's case, God called Joseph to go take his family to Egypt to fulfill that prophecy from the Old Testament.  Jews would find that persuasive.  That would help them to accept Jesus as their Messiah.

And when God calls you to do something, keep in mind that he has a purpose behind that call––something important––possibly something LIFE-CHANGING, maybe for you and maybe for someone else––maybe even something LIFE-SAVING.
Then, when Herod died, the angel told Joseph to take mother and baby back to Israel.  Matthew tells the story this way:  
"Joseph arose and took the young child and his mother, 
and came into the land of Israel" (2:21).
In other words, Joseph did exactly what God called him to do.  Exactly!

Then, when Joseph was trying to figure out where to settle, God warned him in a dream not to settle in JUDEA, because there was a bad king there.  So Joseph took his family to GALILEE, far to the north.  
In other words, Joseph did exactly what God called him to do.  Exactly!

Matthew mentions one more thing in the last verse of our Gospel lesson.  He says that Joseph "didn't know Mary sexually until she had brought forth her firstborn son" (1:25).  Even after they were married, Joseph and Mary lived in abstinence until Jesus was born.  Matthew doesn't tell us why Joseph did that, but it was surely because he thought that was what God wanted him to do.

All of which is to say that Joseph was a really fine man––a Godly man––a man who put God's will ahead of his own.

We don't know much more about Joseph. We do know that he was a carpenter, because when Jesus spoke at his hometown synagogue, the people asked, "Isn't this the carpenter's son?" (13:55). 

Luke also tells that Joseph and Mary took Jesus to Jerusalem for the Passover when Jesus was twelve years old (Luke 2:41 ff.).  

And that's it!  That's all we know about Joseph!  Joseph has no speaking role in the Gospels.  He never says a mumbling word.  We hear nothing more about him after the trip to Jerusalem when Jesus was twelve.  We assume that he died while Jesus was a teenager.

But we know that Joseph was faithful to God––and that made all the difference.  It made all the difference to his family––and it makes all the difference to us.  
God used faithful Joseph as a hinge on which to swing the door of history.  Without a faithful man like Joseph, none of this Jesus-stuff would have happened.  There wouldn't be any Christmas.  There wouldn't be anyone to save us from our sins (1:21).  
God needed a Godly man and a Godly woman to carry out his work.  Joseph was the Godly man.  Mary was the Godly woman.

I told Joseph's story in great detail, and I did so for three reasons:  

FIRST, Joseph is an important part of the Christmas story, but we don't usually talk much about him.  Mary takes center stage, and that's OK––Mary deserves her starring role.  
But we don't want to forget Joseph's faithfulness or his contribution to the Christmas story.  None of it would have happened without Joseph.

SECOND, allow me to suggest to the girls and women in the congregation that, when you are looking for a husband, try to find someone like Joseph––a man who loves God and tries to do what God wants him to do.  
That's a tall order in an increasingly secular world, but it's worth the trouble.  A Godly man will stand by you when the going gets tough––when you and your baby need protection from the Herod's of the world.  A Godly man will help you to raise your children "in the nurture and the admonition of the Lord" (Ephesians 6:4, KJV).  

• That doesn't mean that Godly men are always angels––they aren't.  
• It doesn't mean that you won't have disagreements––because you will.  
• It doesn't mean that your Godly man won't disappoint you––because he will.  
• It doesn't mean that it is a guarantee––because it isn't.  
But it does mean that when the going gets tough, you will be a lot better off if your husband is a Godly man.    

The same wisdom applies to boys and men.  Find yourself a Godly woman––for all the same reasons.
And finally, we can all learn something from Joseph's faithfulness.  In every instance that Joseph is mentioned, he is doing what God wants him to do:  

   • Joseph is trying to avoid embarrassing his pregnant fiancee unduly.  

   • At God's direction, Joseph marries her and names the baby.  

   • At God's direction, Joseph takes his family to Egypt.  

   • At God's direction, Joseph returns to Israel.  

   • At God's direction, Joseph settles in Galilee instead of Judea.  

   • Then we see Joseph taking his twelve year old son to the temple in Jerusalem.  

The Bible portrays its heroes honestly.  It deals with David's adultery right upfront.  It deals with Samson's foolishness right upfront.  
But it has only good things to report of Joseph.  Joseph was a faithful man.  In every instance, he tried to do what God wanted him to do.

It doesn't matter who you are––boy or girl––woman or man––the world will be a better place if you follow Joseph's example––and your life will be better too.  The quality of your life will start getting better the day you get serious about doing what God wants you to do––and it will keep getting better as long as you continue doing what God wants you to do.  
That doesn't mean that you won't have problems, but it does mean that God will be right there with you––guiding you––giving you strength––helping you to get past those problems.  

A story that came to mind when I was preparing this sermon.  Stephen Beck told about crossing a narrow bridge on a country road.  When I read his story, I knew exactly what kind of bridge he was describing.  I haven't seen one in years, but I used to see them now and then.  They were narrow, one-lane bridges on country roads.  Two cars could not pass each other on those bridges.  If there was a car on the bridge when you got there, you had to stop and wait for it to finish crossing before you could go.  If you and another car got on the bridge at the same time, you would be nose-to-nose and one of you would have to back off the bridge.

Beck told about coming to one of those bridges and seeing a YIELD sign.  After he crossed the bridge, he happened to look back and noticed that there was a YIELD sign on that end too.  He was curious enough that he stopped to check and, sure enough, there were YIELD signs on both ends of the bridge.  

When I read that story, I thought of Joseph, because whichever way Joseph was going, he always yielded to God.  He never insisted on doing it his way.  Once he knew what God wanted him to do, he did it.  Exactly!

What would your life look like if you were to do that?  What would your life look like if you were to ask, "WWJD"––"What Would Jesus Do?"––and then do it?  Exactly!

I think that many of you are already living like that:  
• I see it in the quality of your lives.  
• I see it in the way that you deal with adversity.  
• I see it in the kindnesses that you do for other people.  
• I see it in the work that you do for the church.  

But I invite each one of you to assess your own life, asking:

• Am I really willing to obey God?
• Am I asking, "'What Would Jesus Do?"
• Am I doing it?
• Am I seeking God's path for my life?
• Am I taking that Godly path?

If not, try doing those things.  Try living obediently for a week––or a month.  Try doing what God wants you to do.  If you will do that, God will bless you. God will surprise you.

Walk the Joseph path, and discover what God can do.  Walk the Joseph path, and discover what your life can be.

FOR MORE SERMONS ON THIS TEXT, GO TO:
https://www.sermonwriter.com/matthew-sermons/
Then scroll down to the chapter and verse.

OR GO TO OUR "ALL RESOURCES" PAGE FOR MATTHEW 1:18-25: 
https://www.sermonwriter.com/matthew-118-25-resources
THOUGHT PROVOKERS:   
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The tenderness of Christmas centers around Mary and the baby, but the world has too little regard for the love of Joseph, who cared so faithfully for Mary and their child....

These evenings, fathers sit in crowded stores holding babies in their arms or stand patiently looking after small children while their wives shop.  Not much is said about fathers at Christmas time, but perhaps Joseph, who took the child and his mother to safety, has a special blessing for fathers who are kind and patient with their wives and children.

Zula Bennington Greene 


*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Infinite, and an infant.  

Eternal, and yet born of a woman.  

Almighty, and yet hanging on a woman's breast.  

Supporting a universe, and yet needing to be carried in a mother's arms.  

King of angels, and yet the reputed son of Joseph.  

Heir of all things, and yet the carpenter's despised son.

C.H. Spurgeon
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

If Joseph had lacked faith to trust God 

or humility to perceive the holiness of his spouse, 

he could have disbelieved in the miraculous origin of her Son 

as easily as any modern man; 

and any modern man who believes in God 

can accept the miracle as easily as Joseph did.

C. S. Lewis
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Joseph chose to temper righteousness with tenderness. 

Whether the law accused her or not, 

Joseph would never put Mary to shame. 

Nor would he leave her behind 

when he, as head of the household, 

went to the City of David to be enrolled. 

And when in Bethlehem a babe was born which was not his own, 

in whose face he would never find his own image, 

Joseph kindly, righteously adopted it.

Joseph is the patron saint of the fathers of families.
Walter Wangerin, Jr.
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

HYMNS:   

Baptist Hymnal (BH)

Chalice Hymnal (CH)

Collegeville Hymnal (CO)

Common Praise (CP)

Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW)

Gather Comprehensive (GC)

JourneySongs (JS)

Lutheran Book of Worship (LBW)

Lutheran Service Book (LSB)

Lutheran Worship (LW)

Presbyterian Hymnal (PH)

The Faith We Sing (TFWS)

The Hymnal 1982 (TH)

The New Century Hymnal (TNCH)

United Methodist Hymnal (UMH)

Voices United (VU)

With One Voice (WOV)

Wonder Love and Praise (WLP)

Worship & Rejoice (WR)

GATHERING:

O Come, O Come Emmanuel (BH #76; CH #119; CO #179; CP #89; ELW #257; GC #317; JS #161; LBW #34; LSB #357; LW #31; PH #9; TH #56; TNCH #116; UMH #211; VU #1; WR #154) 

O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing (BH #206, 216; CH #5; CP #306; ELW #886; LBW #559; PH #466; TH #493; TNCH #42; UMH #57; VU #326; WR #96) 

PROCLAIMING:
Emmanuel, Emmanuel (BH #82; CH #134; UMH #204; WR #178)

From Heaven Above (CH #146; ELW #268;  LBW #51; LSB #358; LW #37; TH #80; TNCH #130) 

Gentle Mary Laid Her Child (BH #101; LSB #374; LW #57; PH #27; VU #46)

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (BH #88; CH #150; CO #222; CP #138; ELW #270; GC #348; JS #195; LBW #60; LSB #380; LW #49; PH #31; TH #87; TNCH #144; UMH #240; VU #48; WR #185) 

Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending (BH #199; CP #114; ELW #435; LBW #27; LSB #336; LW #15; PH #6; TH #57-58; UMH #718; VU #25) 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1      Also known as Jesus Come with Clouds Descending 

Lo, How a Rose E're Blooming (BH #78; CH #160; CO #191; CP #117; ELW #272; GC #368; JS #168; LBW #58; LSB #359; LW #67; PH #48; TH #81; TNCH #127; UMH #216; VU #8; WR #190) 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1      Also known as Lo, How a Rose is Growing 

O Little Town of Bethlehem (BH #86; CH #144; CO #198; CP #120-121; ELW #279; GC #363; JS #207; LBW #41; LSB #361; LW #59-60; PH #43-44; TH #78-79; TNCH #133; UMH #230; VU #64; WR #180) 

Of the Father's Love Begotten (BH #251; CH #104; CO #220; CP #132; ELW #295; GC #351; JS #200; LBW #42; LSB #384; LW #36; PH #309; TH #82; TNCH #118; UMH #184; VU #61; WR #181) 

  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1      Also known as Of Eternal Love Begotten

Once in Royal David's City (CH #165; CO #212; CP #123; ELW #269; GC #372; LSB #376; LW #58; PH #49; TH #102; TNCH #145; UMH #250; VU #62; WOV #643; WR #183) 

Savior of the Nations Come (CO #184; ELW #263; GC #334; JS #172; LBW #28; LSB #332; LW #13; PH #14; TH #54; UMH #214; WR #168) 

Through it All (CH #555; UMH #507)

To a Maid Engaged to Joseph (PH #19; UMH #215; WR #171)

Ye Who Claim the Faith of Jesus (TH #268, 269; UMH #197) 

SENDING:
Go, Tell it on the Mountain (BH #95; CH #167; CO #217; ELW #290; GC #359; JS #219; LBW #70; LSB #388; LW #504; PH #29; TH #99; TNCH #154; UMH #251; VU #43; WR #218) 

That Boy-Child of Mary (BH #110; ELW #293; PH #55; UMH #241; WR #211)

Trust and Obey (BH #447; CH #556; UMH #467; WR #443)
HYMN STORY:  O Little Town of Bethlehem

Phillips Brooks was a great 19th century preacher––great in oratory, great in the esteem of the people, and great in size––six feet six inches tall.  

In 1865, Brooks journeyed to the Holy Land, where he rode a horse from Jerusalem to Bethlehem on Christmas Eve.  He visited the field where (it is said) the shepherds saw the angel, and remained for midnight services at the Church of the Nativity.  He found the whole experience quite moving.

Three years later, needing a Christmas carol for the Sunday school Christmas program, he decided to write one.  Inspired by memories of Bethlehem, he wrote the words in one brief sitting.  He then handed them to his organist, Lewis Redner, asking him to put the words to music.  Redner struggled for some time––trying to come up with just the right melody to fit the words.  Then, on the day of the program, the melody came to him in his sleep.  He, too, did his writing in one short session, considering the tune a gift of God.  (NOTE:  My understanding is that a different tune is used in Great Britain)

This carol has remained a favorite for nearly a century and a half.  How many times have you sung it?  Probably several times every Christmas.  How many times has it been sung?  Only God knows!
FOR MORE HYMN STORIES, GO TO:
https://www.sermonwriter.com/hymn-stories
Click on a letter of the alphabet to see the hymns that begin with that letter.

SCRIPTURE QUOTATIONS are from the World English Bible (WEB), a public domain (no copyright) modern English translation of the Holy Bible.  The World English Bible is based on the American Standard Version (ASV) of the Bible, the Biblia Hebraica Stutgartensa Old Testament, and the Greek Majority Text New Testament.  The ASV, which is also in the public domain due to expired copyrights, was a very good translation, but included many archaic words (hast, shineth, etc.), which the WEB has updated.  
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